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(1875-1947) isfamous for his landscapesand seascapes. While

he favoured a more muted palette than his contemporaries,
the beauty of Marquet’s work is displayed through the movement of
his depictions of seas and lakes and the reflection of objects and sky
dancing in the water. The artist painted the Art Nouveau ornaments
of the Grand Palais for the Exposition Universelle, but his playful
and lively brushwork and innate understanding of light serve as his
lasting mark on the art world.

Q s a French painter of the Fauvist movement, Albert Marquet
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his impressionist contemporaries, and he also served as

an inspiration and mentor to other great masters such as
Cézanne, Renoir, and Gauguin. He is credited to not only bolstering
the Impressionist movement, but for keeping it alive in moments
of difficulty. Deftly depicting the light and movement of village life,
Pissarro primarily painted outdoors to catch the essence of his subjects.
Distinguished by his thick and visible brushstrokes, his influence can
be clearly seen in the works of Van Gogh.

C amille Pissarro (1830-1903) had a great effect on many of
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Watteau (1684-1721) produced works that fused the gentle

beauty of the bucolic lifestyle with a comedic and playful
sense of theatricality. The French painter revitalised the Baroque
genre by enlivening it with a more Rococo style, but his melancholy
undertones of the frivolousness of life set him apart from other
Rococo artists like Boucher or Fragonard. Watteau’s influence on the
arts is one of the most extensive in art history; his unique touch can
be seen in paintings, costume, poetry, and film as well as the entire
impressionist genre.

C redited with having created the fétes galantes genre, Antoine
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artists of the Italian Renaissance alongside Leonardo da Vinci,

Michelangelo and Raphael. Favouring feminine portraits,
Botticelli stands apart through the finesse of his lines and the
unbridled sensuality of his paintings. Between religious and private
commissions this Florentine artist introduced the profane into
art through works of complex mythological subjects, such as the
incontrovertibly masterful Primavera and The Birth of Venus, and
knew how to delight the erudite patrons of art.

T he Medici court painter Botticelli is one of the most brilliant
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half of the 18™ century. A pioneer of Neo-classicism in sculpture,

he broke away from the Rococo style and applied classical rules
to his work giving it a more supple edge. Bouchardon’s art reached
noble acclaim in 1748 when King Louis XV of France commissioned
an equestrian statue for the Place de la Concorde. His Fountain of
Four Seasons on rue de Grenelle in Paris is now considered a historic
monument and it is a true architectural masterpiece that inspired
many generations after him.

E dmé Bouchardon (1698-1762), is a French sculptor from the first
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illiam-Adolphe Bouguereau (1825-1905) was among
Wthe protagonists of academic art when Monet and the

impressionists heralded the dawn of the modern era.
Unperturbed by the young Avant-garde, he remained true to his
classic concept of ideal beauty, the mythological subjects and his
predilection for allegoric depictions. Bouguereau soon made a name
for himself thanks to his decorative work, like that of the Grand-
Théatre de Bordeaux, and his frequent appearances at the Salon de
Paris. But above all, he will always be remembered as the master of
the nude who managed to render the beauty of the female body like
few before or after him.
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